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Power Wheelchaw Ra,cmg ‘ﬁllnws Athletes To Lwe Llfe '{m the Edge
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BY ELISHA WHITE : /&,.,....-- oo, Tl oy

Du not try this at home — a |ﬂbEWﬂltlﬂﬂﬂ||f reserved fc-r daredevils and stuntnpn gﬁng &m ihe 5 W __ | cﬁgw ;
become a battle cry from some wheelchalf users. In tndays innovative world e}pug@ il =s| % ‘

'ew phentomannn ufpuwer ; “”’ :

paving the way for extreme adapt*.ve equipment for such extreme sports as skiing,
£y 4
wheelchair racing. _ : ?.-E'Eﬁ E'_-
And the greater the risk, the sweeter the reward for extreme atnlgfes

Survival of the Fittest e PR :
As extreme Sports — associated with such urgamzaunns as F‘SPN‘S X Games and
The Gravity Games — gain in popularity, injuries related to these activities also. ﬂﬁ%
Some injuries are fullyrecoverable, and these injuries, which are seen-as a badge uf
honor for most athletes, only serve as motivation to get back up afid try again,
But what if you can't get up and fry.ags ‘?1]"]1& National Spinal |
ﬁssamatlon estimates that approxi
Jﬂhn “J2" Mryezko, founder of F‘xtreme Chairing 3 and a self. prewmhed adrenaline _:'
Jjunky, suffered a spinal cord injury after a 1999 mntnreyc_le accident. He starteda
new Web site, www.ExtremeChairing.com, a year and a half agu tolaunch pm-mr
wheelchair racing.
Described asa “revolution” of a new [hsabled extreme E-p’lﬁ!t‘ the mﬁpt for puwer
wheelchair racing is similar to motocross, Mryezko said. Tt involves large matches

that pit athletes against each ntl;q: Pmnﬁ muld be eamad ,am:‘l thangmes a.ward
ed.

“The idea m-ethat lfmore ga%g,lu'_ in racing, depend _g_.onvour mﬂblilt}.f, ow
much mobility you have or what kind of injury yoil ;@1& Mryezko, “you would
race amongst people Mth‘t’ha"’&ﬂﬁ Em; ou have

Currently, power wheelchair m", ;'5 n be done by ar[yone who has a pm'.rer chair,
regardless of the level of injury or limit of mobility. The risks are minimal. Large-
scale organization is still inthe works. In the mean time, events focus more on beat-
ing the clock, with individuals Facing their best time and distance.

In September, I!Irtmzko organized a-40-mile, two-day trail ride for those lﬂt.EIEStEd
in the sport. The trail ride, inspired by an 80 mlle, fhree-day trip Mryczko took on a
_ power chair in 2002, was the first event fur'Ex:tg‘eme Chairing and consisted of'riding
on.off-road trails, g

EXTRERIE pro
Wheelghair extremist J2 N
his stunting skills in the vide
“The fsEmp I ever too
chair was SRERE fall of 204
from my hegdySHey | :
power chair, whinot?' So we juﬁd‘. pnt the bo mi.-:
out and went to local park where Luscd 1o

15 the first footage w
g video, l[~.l]|a.t.f'ht_]u|:tl- ]
video w |th the helmetdThen mgre footar: came
from 2001 and 2002 and the video was ]IIII
together in 2002, Basieally that's allwe've ot
right now, but we'né f¥iig to put samething
together for next sprngfor & video®

LA Y

b

Charging the Market .
__Power chairs Im; the power wheelchair r:wm,g are fairly easy to
0 e:-asdig puwer n‘flalrs are necessary, however, to make the spnrl;

butnot l?astemuglL To combat this, Extreme. (:eringis“@irkﬁis-
bobulldaFmRanerrGhairthatam]J ha'-rutnpsweduf mp!
2 hwhh}tmmﬁampmmaanmughmmm '
'[’mmﬂmmwmpwplemﬁﬁlemwhuw ove to race. am%:\ﬂpel:’c
chair that goes 25 mmmmugstﬂlheraﬁllete&, sa - i : .
For Mrytzko, thesindustry that provides Whreﬂrtm&hﬁ'?pﬂﬂsim AR
growing fast enough when compared {0 the number of injuries egéhyear and the num:.. = WRZg =T W Uﬂﬁl/
ber of pedple who use power wheclehaifs. He'also said that not enough large, main- - *5 * JRSVHSS
iy

qunpmhsmgﬂtﬁng involy =5 . \ > S Location:
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Sweeter Rewards LR R M ﬁ‘; Dinabifity:
» Getting 4 new extreme adaptive sp;:rt siam:d is mtan easy mskrh{rmzkb’flﬁ e g

Beein working on getfing sponsors and mmmu‘gam % lity com mwﬁredm WS

quite sore time. He's convinced “how :
“They tiever used to race la

Ihought of :acmg;]sim:mnmrs

- Though danger 5 t]
can give a disabled | @ Se . :

“A big loss when a peu@h ility'is m Iuse much uf your mdapefp.— ;
dence. When you're out on'tl ’s all you, you are not only mmpﬁt
against GﬂIBTS bu petmg Against ture and yourself,” said Mrycz]\u., i

“YTon knm-. it’s b helng ina whﬁal ain” he continued. “But when you get in'
there, wher you get inthe “hwmlr an '1’ e flying dmm the trail, it's Iﬂm'har

d'r ing.wings, some kind of freedom.” :
o What limits the future ol'exl:am mﬁbaw fnmon

lﬁmbwm—km:g; nal




